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To our daughters, Miriam, Adele and Riva
and their fazilies

and to our

Grandchildren and great grandchildren
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T 1y sisisroy Bother, frnie, Roo. and Connie
and their families

And to my brothers, Sam, Joe and Saul
and their families




MOTHLR 3 DLDERAY WS 1
Sarol Sikbert Paax
~The writing of my moiner's viovgraphy, cane aout in the following Wajs:
My mother, quite simply, said to me, one day, “Sarah, 1 wani you o write ny
biography".
of a family of eipht chilaren, 1 w

of my parents, Molly and Louwis Silpert. I was born in Ananiev, Hussia.

Bessarabia, Russia. Ressarapia, at one time also

as the first born child, naned Sarah,dau-hter

¥y mother was borm in Talmaz,

belonged to ioumania. My father, was born in Kherson, 32ussia.

To my maternal grandparents, sholom and Passye shoufman, was born Molly, (Hebrew

: |
name Malka) shoufman, my mother. My mother was one of a family of seventeen i

children, brothers and sisters.

Many were the stories told to us by our parents, of happenings and events,whicl

vhich was the world of our parents. ¥
asions, all of us children, my brother.,
thesz

.

for examis

occured, during the era, or ceriod of- time,

had hearg these mary stories on various oc¢C

my .sisters and I, as we weres grol ing up. From my gearliest recollections,

staries were vividly impressed, retained and stored in my nemory. Here,

is an inveresting story told to us by my mother: ;
Jhen my maternal grandfather was 2 young married man, with & young wife and l
tnree children hewas ealled into military service by the Czarist pussian army. :

was assigned to the Cavalry in the Bugie Corps.
n hir.

Pzing as he was of orthodoX, religious Jewish faith,it was jncumbent umpo
T
\

at thav time, to divorce Dis Yyoung wife, bsfore entering irto the service.
turneg out to be & lengthy, arduous and invelved procedure.
e the premises and be on his way.

AL the conclusion O

this ordeal, grandfather was now ready to leav
of the building s to the outside, an
wnich nadbeen wailing patiently for nii, |

45 eyes, atl vhat he sawW. He e J

Coming out d breathing in the clean, fresh air; i

he izmediately went to chack his horse,
211 this time. Grandfather could not believe
shocked, and amazed to see, thnat while his hex
hole, which almost buricd the horse alive.
e was finally brought up on level

he had dug a huge After some conTi ¢

able doing, struggling, and effort, the hors
ground, after help had been sumnoned.

. yhen the alloted time had passed and having,
grandfather finally returned home. He remarried his wife and re
sme af Soyiul reunion with his femily. It was also, at the same time
However, it was only a short wiile, before things vere

completed his stint in the serv
turnedvo his fad

This was & v
a period of adjustment.
back to normal in the shoufman househaold.




Gro.héfo:%her would e very earfy e moww%mﬁ wou(dtéw%)‘rw t{en w
(thu Foelic ol Dovid) and o¥her ‘prayers. i order to earn z Tovel thoou for ids
family, srondrather kept a liguor store. My grandparents had a vineyard and

orchard. From the grapes, the family made their own wine. This was stored in

wine cellars and eveniually sold in their store. Bessarabian wine was world renown
for its delicious, very excellent, flavor and taste. It was rated. amongst the vary
finest of wines in the world.

Also, my grandparents had some horses, cows, goats ,chickens, ducks and geese.

cream, cheese, and fresh eggs. Also goats' milk and goats!' cheese, which was proce
and dried, resulting in a very delectable, tasting goats' cheese,

In those days, it was not fashionable for young ladies to go to work outside
of their homes. Mouher was a spirited, emergetic and very active young WOmah.
she was also considered to be a young lady of considerable beauty.

Besides sharing in the daily household chores, mother would also help out wi’
the milking of the cows and goats, as well as feeding the poultry. She would also
help with baking the bread and prepare and assist in cooking the family meals.

Mother, like most young ladies of her time, hoped to marry some day. 4ind
with this thought ir ~ind, she aimed at perfecting her skills in the culinary arts
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They were thus assured o.an excellent source of daily supplies of fresh milk, butte
|
|
|
|
\
\

) During leizure time and for relaxation, mother likedto go horseback riding,

and also swimming. She was an excellent gwimmer and-excelled in both.sports..
one day, one of my grandfather's horses ran away. Mother was immediately in puroy
of the horse and finelly caught up with him. He had run into the Dniester Qe
she straddled him, swen ashore and finally brought. _the horse safely home.

Amongst some of mother's other accomplishments, she was very adept .at SW""ﬁ
She often sewed har oum ciothes and on occasion, outfits for a btrother a a sis
Mother aiso had a fine tzlent foo doing various kinds of fine, beautiful and iy
cate needle ncndwork, such as embroideries and fa ¢y stitcheries ofvarious A S

Some ol this beautiful, fancy hand work can still beseen in the family homed.

on one occasion, mother met a certain young man, with & handsome, red beard
and & beautiful ‘head of hair to match. The-young man was a lawyer by profession.
After keeping comoany for a short while, they became formally engaged.



Howevsr, it just sCmand thian Lols WG s e nneaﬂﬁﬁ‘fa Eml, E&r'CLffamﬂe,
it seemed that they were &oth quiie happy. HOwCVET, witiin o a chorh woriod
ol time, mother relt that she did not, a.ter all, love nc> Cisneee cpough Lo
marry hin. she therefore wrote to him, rsiurniig all the gifts of Jewelry he
had given her, explaining the situwation at hand, Lainful though this was to -
both parties. ‘

Saturdays, (our sabbaths) usually were eagerly 1ookead forward Lo, not only
because il was our day ot rest. It was also a day for socializing. Girl and
boy cousins would come 1O visit on Sabbaths, as well as the older members of the
family. In anticipation of this, a variety of fruits, such as the finest of grapes

vom the vineyard, as ell as other choice f:ujts and nuts would be storad away.
 Also cakes, cookies and other sastries would be baked in preparation{

one day, wother, feeling in a creative sewing mood, busied herself at the
sewing machine, wearing & bright red biouse, with a contrasting skirt to match.
Ac she sat there, busily sewlng away, & imock came .at the door. On Opening the
door, mother was greeted by a slim, handsome young man, still drassad in his verk
clothes. This shy, boyish appearing ycang man, askedto see her fother.ile hzd
come to see him on business. Not- having expected any visitors at this particutar
time of the day, mother remarked #Qh, how embarrassed I am'.

From that moment om, she felt instinctively, that this was the ~.AIN§ man
for her, that this was her destiny.

The name of thioi Foung Ran Was 1ruis, and the family surunans Was 3ilp i,
son of Mailer and Hariam gilbert. They and their three sons, were an orthodos
Jewish family. CGrandmother Mariam!s fatler was a Cohain (a Jewish man descended

from Aaron, the first Jeulsh High Prizst of- the House of harom).

The young coup: wLIEME engapged, =nd W ihin 2 short peried of time, Werv
married. Their Jirch boo. child was ¢ daughter, nanmed Sarah, and tne namng
tock place in iane foiioming weay: 1T c=emed that on both sides o theiawily,

eacn ol the graudsars is had gecided on giving the new gr nddaugnter, a particu-
lar name of their choice.

My paternal grandfather, was a quiet man, of few words., On this parti-
cular Saboath morning, & week after the new granddaughter was born, grandfather
paier went off to symegcgus, &8 ne usually did on any other Sabbath morning,
saying nothing to anyons spout his own Teelings regarding the naming of the
new bvaby.

In due course o tuime, when the services had ended, grandfather




Modes” retusined LGt i Hae syeo g, %rmn%m&mg vt oo

cheery "Good Sabbatht, announcing, “you may now all wish us Mazal Tov
(congratulations) on the naming of our new baby granddaughter. Sha

has been named “Sarah" after owr mother Sarah, as mentioned in the Biblet.
So this is the way I acquired my name. .

My brother, Samuel Isaac and my sister Esther were also both
born in Russia, Esther having been born in Kassel. "

The winters in the village o Kassel, where we lived,were very
severe. The snow would come in very deep, with snowdrifts occuring quite
frequently. It was while living in this village, that at just about this
time, sometning sirange had happened, which eventually resulted in the
saving of a human life, by my mother. This incident happened in the followl

way. On oneoccasion, my father found it necessary to be away from
home for a few days on business. It was during this time that frequent
%j.(.nter snow storms occured. One blizzardy, sta my night, with an icy cold
wind blowing, the snow had piled up deep in front of our house. It was
almost impossible to open the front door. Mother was alone with the three
of us young children, who were all asleep. As she listened to the howling
:i04 in the snowstorm, she suddenly thought she heard the faint sound of -
human voice, that of an elderly person. At first, she was terrified at too
thought of opening the door to a sbranger, late at night, being alone witn
the children. Then she thought, what is to be, #1211 be. 4o cho listendd
more closely, she heard seme pleading %o be letinto the house.
Mother took heart, and summoning all her strength end

courage, she attempted to open the door. After struggling with it for s
time,the door finally opensd.

The stranger, apocr old man, exharsted from the sovire emld;
practically fell into the house, icicles having formed on his tsard and
moustachs. When he had thawed out and looked around him, he Togan v C

am
i+ a

He fell to his knees in prayer, expressing his thankfulness to the A-Mighiy
for having spared him his life. Mother made the stranger as comfortable as -

possible, giving him a hot meal and hot beverages to drink. He stayed until
the storm had subsided and was ready to be on his way. He thankedmother fo1
her kindness to him, and was then ready to start out on his way home.

we continued to live in this village for some time, where my

parents watched us thrive and grow. My maternal grandparents Shoufman



uould come Lo vAsEL UL s ot Hy brotiaer, Samuel Tsasc, B\E‘I\r\obﬁ—’hﬁ,
first born grandson in the family, &0 & 40ddl er, would be carricd vion
'grandfather sholom Shoufman's shoulders, from -inich grandfather woirlddalways
derive pleasure iﬂ doing.

one onfoccasion, grandfatner cholom came visiting with 2 pal of hise.
After expressing her delight,at seeing her father and his friend, mother
jmmediately invited them to stay and dine with us and also to remain and have
dinner with the family in the evening. Also to stay overnight, if thg/ S0 desgired.

some time later, grandfather sholom confided that his main reason for
bringing along his friend, was to test smother's hospitality. Before coming
to visit us, grandmother rasye would be sure to bake some cookies and pastirys
while grandfather Sholom would pack a sack @ two of walnuis, almonds, choice
grapes, and & variety of other fruits, which they would bring.

On other occasions, WE, in turn, would come to visit our grandparents.
Right in front of my maternal grandparents" home, stood & d erry tree. In the

surzaertims, wha the cherries were ripe on the trees, my young uncles would

reach up to the pranches andb bring down clusters of pherries for us children.
AL other times, we would be hoisted Uup, to reach the tree pranches and bring .
down the clusters of cherries ourselvis; o our great delight.

on one of these visits, 1 can remember Iy mother taldng me on 2 tour
of the wine cellar. 1 tasted some of the then ETape juice from one o the vats
and barrels stored there, wiich eo iuber to become a superb, very delicious sl
very fins wine.

yy paternal grandfatheT, Meier gilbert, it seemsd, was blessed with
the gift of foresight and a real pioneering spirit. He had heard S0 mach about

that nev iand, that wonderfiul nsw country called America. How he longed to

]

go there, O make the journey and £&¢ oy himself the land of golden opportunity:

hmerica.
so, at the turn of the century, grandfather Maier made the jouraey,

with very 1ittle resources o fall back upon, except for his faith and COUrags .
on arrivine at his Jestination, he tock on whatever employment Was available,
such as working for the railroad, on farm fields.or whatever obher. employment
he could find, to sustain himself. '
grandfather Maier 1oved this vasl, new, promising land, and although
after a period of time, ne decided to return to his femdly in Russié, he vowed
that he would one day return to pmerica,bringing his family back with him this
time, to make tneir newW home in prerica and build a new life foTr themselves the

A very warm welcome awaited grandfather Maier {rom family and frien



v his sretuen Eeombis enpediiio B Hmexica, . Eza%mem*t’;mm:hﬁajw amé
grandfatier was sombardsd with gueoticons ebout the new Ccountry, AfeiiCay
esp:cially from the family. Since returning home from his exciting trip to

america, Granafutner Mal er found that his tnoughts were almost continally

preoccupied with the memory ofh his recent exciting trip to imesrica.
7 Two years later, my paternal grandparents , grandfather Maier,
grandmother Hariam, my two uncles, Joseph and Morris, all made their way to
pmerica. They came by steamship to the port of Liverpocl, Sngland. Then from
there on, to Canada, by way of Bemidji and Gretna, finally arriving in the
little village of Plum Coulee, in the province of Manitoba, Canada. They were
siilled in the leather trade, and soon estd lished a business for themselves.

It now seemed inevitable that sooner or later, my parents t.oc;, would
be talking the decisive step to emigrate to America, thus joining my fatherts
family, who were already there. '

My mothert's parents and family were told about their decision
to emigrate to America. Now came the time for our partin. and good-byes.
This was . sad, difficult and very emotional experience for all the family.
There was much crying, weeping, sobbing. It was as though our hearts told us
that we would never see =ach other againm.
. We set sail on the steamship Cecilia, which was 10 take us to our
destinaiion in America. The Atlantic Ocean voyage was 2 long and arduous one.
It was especially difficult, traveling as we did, with thres young children
aboard. The youngest child, Esther, who vas still in diapers, had become il:
with diahrea. Mothert!s hands were almost endlessly in cold water, washing
diapers. There was little or no hot water for the passengers to use. Our
youngest sister was, in faet, so ill,that our parents were not at all sure ins
ghe could survive the balance of the trip witn us to America. Our baby sister
Esther did, however, miraculously swivive oo recovered from her 1llness sthor
G-d, arriving withus in Canada.

- After what seemed like an endiess voyage, our ship Cecilia
arrived in liverpool,England. From there, w2 satiled on to Halifax, Nova Scotia
in Canada.

we arrived on a frosty winter's day, in January 1907, in the
small country town of Plum Coulee.

To offset the rather frosty reception of the weather outdoors,
however, we were rewarded by & VeIry warm, joyous reception, welcoming us,
from the entire family, neighbors and friends, who also came to extend a hearty
welcome to us.

This was to be our temporary home, with my fathert's family, until

p



Suth time Q5 Wit wee ()re?aréé-‘%o meye, S mtn 8 plnne of s o
e her vent Lo woos Gally, -n prendfailicots ORI el Thle
_ yolher helped vith the family chores and did the family sewing, besides

caring for the needs of her own young children. Life was not easy in those
-

-days, but mother did not complain. Although everyone worked hard all week,
there was always the Sabbath to look forward to. Early Friday afternoon,
work would come to a halt, and everyone hurried to get ready for the Sabbath.

Saturday mornings {our gabbath), there were Sabbath religious
Jewish services held at my grandparents' home. This was necessary as we had
no formal synagogue of our own, in the town. As soon as a quorum (ten men)
had gatiered, the Sabbath services would begin and theTorah scrolls were read.

after a period of time,my parents rented and moved into a house of
their own. My sister Anne was born in this house, DecembeT, 1908, About my
sister aane, I shall write later on-

My father, having worked with his father and brothers for a few
years, decided to venture forth on his own. We moved to & small village callcd
St. Poniface, where my father started a small leather business of his own.

The village of 35t. Boniface was a small, French settlement at that time, notl

fer frem Winnipeg.
_ 1t was here, in St. Bomiface, that my sister RoSe Was born. We
1lived in Si. Boniface for only a very short time, when my parents decided

th-+ it would be best for them to move back to Flum Coulee after-all.

Trmediately on our return, Iy father procecded to rent ¢ la~re
house, which was suitable to the needs of our family. There was 2 good sized
piece of land, on which we planted a good sized vegetable garden. In the
back of the vard there was a barm. -7e had a cow, a horse and buggy, some
chickens, come geese and same ducks. wWe had fresh milk daily, as well &s
cr=ei croa., cheese, butter and fresh eggs daily. We also grew all the
vezetables we needed. Father and also mother, would rise about S:00 AML o ¥
morning to milk the cows.
our new home, was graced by the arrival of a Blessed event, &
in this house, my brother Jjoseph was born. Whereupon my father jmmediately
sougnt out a well recommended Rabbi,and arranged to have the circumsion
perlormed in due course of time. .The Rabbi cme in Irom the neighboring town
of “linkler, Manitoba. _
The people in this 1ittle town of Flum Coulee were just wonder-—

ful, especially on occasions like this. The men helped set up the long tables,
while the women folk cooked and paked, They brought cooked fisn, and a varie’
of breads, cakes anc cookies. ~hey also brought tea, coffee and cold drinks.

9




gveryous cwi. to nels celubraie, iwnily, & Syt o L aua${¥\gmdsffg¢f;fwvtﬂ
the Paronic ci the noew Dauy woy.

Lile in tnis small Canadian country town, es ecizily in tne winter
time, was LY no means easy. Tn those days, we did not nave all the modern
household appdiances and conveniences _hat we all take ior granted today. -

In ine vinter time, when there Was alyays an acuncance of snow, the
snow would be vrought into the litchen of the house, was melted cown, and this
water heated up, was used for the family €lo.hes washing.

prinking water hau to pe brought into the house fiom a nearby well.

A short iire later, wc had a purp with.a handle, installed in our idtchen for
the familiy drinking water.

But in sgite of some of the hardships, there was & beautiful side to
comntry styl: living. In small villages and 1OWRS, tnere is a feesling of
closeness. 4Ghere is a Iriendly, close knit feeling of family living, & bond
of frieucship in times of family jubilation, andrejoicing, and at times of not
so happy cccusicns. There would be house parties and socials of friends and
neighbors, the women folk bringing their favorite cakes, cookies,and other goodiou,

Th

guive often in 25 or 30 degrees b2low Zero weather, in knse deep SNOW. Hovieves,

i

children would march off to school every day,and in the winter montiis,

we did no:t forget that, whem school wgs out, we could lock forward to plaiing
in the snow. We would take out our sleds and go across 1o our neighoors and ge
sledding covn the sleep SONOW bank. with a whoop and a h-1i:r, ang saouts o
cheer keen delight. This was really fun and enjoyment in the snow.

During the summer, my brothers, sisters and I ancé our friends, would ai’l
go across th: cowle2 o pick choke cherTies, wild plums aud gooSe berries.
would brins ocack i baskets and bags of fruit, and our mothors would in turn.
mpie jio0s o Joloits IOT UuS.

i vime czoe, one day, wisn WY parents thought we showld move to oo

eity, "mAnniusg. Ui Tason was, bhay felt, that the chiluaren's education w ai.

[

be improved consigderasly, and also that they mighi be able 1o patter themse2v.
economically

1y youngest sister ponnie and my youngest brother Saulywerefbeth.barn,._
in Wnnicco, Maniuoda.

e accorcingly moved Lo sfinnipeg. Father rented 2 large house witlih an
upstairs arsa. “he &y llaren were all registered in school, anc ail seemed Lo
be going well.

% this soint ana time, I would now iike to write concerning my Sister
anne. hile still a young child, of ore~school age, inné had the misfortune

of bein. taken 111 with pelio. anne felt ill, one day, erying and

(O




' I,

. Ehe ?ﬁiupgg Lol pr o drinog, Lgynplaxmuﬂﬁ of po.twn
in wne area oi her left leg. A medical doctor was swmoned 1roodiztely.
" 4 very thorough and eyhaustive examination was made. The doctar svomed bo
suspect paralysis of some sort or Polio 1o have set in, about wihich nothing,
or very litile was known at that time. The doctor proceeded to prick apnets
leg two or three times, bub there was no response whatsoever. There just
did not seem to be any apparent feeling in that part of her leg.

My parsnis were advised to take Anne to see an Orthopedic specialist.

After a thorough physical examination, the doctor advised ami subsequently

| performed surgery. Anne spent mch time in the hospitals, as machas two or
three months at a tims and once as long as a year. “ventually Anne was fitteda
for and wore a 1leg brace, which was attached to a raised boot. This gllowed
her to do a certain amount of walking. Anne attended school every day, with th-
help of her brothers and sisters. In the winter months, with temperatures of
twenty-five and thikrty degrees below zero, with deep snoW, Anne would be helpr.:
into a sled, tucked in with a blanket and taken to school, to be brought hoi-

from school lzier.

~ also attended this same school, the William white School, and as
& sixth grecer, i remember one particular incident.

The Tuke and Duchess of Devonshire paid a visit to our school one <o,
while on a tour & the sdiool, they stopped off in the millinery section, where
1 and 7 clacsstates learned the art of sewing, hat maldng and how to moiE
artificial flowsrs. ' ,

A boutiniere of violeis which I had made, wWas selected by the Ducla: -
of Pevonshire. To my regret, I was absent from school on that day and was toid
about it the following day.

i1- sister Anne has a rleasant disposition, witn a sunny, cheoriv’
emile for evsryone. To know Anne, 1S to know a warm, kind, understandin;:
apd ceinz human being, always ready and willing to listen to someone’s to Lo
and problems, and t be of help if, and wherever possinle. You could alway:
count Anne not to forget a family memberts birthday, wedding a.npive_lrs'éry or

ther ptcasioll. '
1 shall continue this writing, regarding my sister annie (L85 s
is called by the family) a little later on. ' '
puring the period of time that our family was living in Winniru.
¥y parents, while working hard, each in his and her own way, while raising

their family, they were also commmity minded and involved in commrnity work.
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'th-‘e ciderly. 2hz Locoame precident of ihe Ladies auwxdliary of Jhe Juwash old
volks! Kome in winnipeg, devoting much her time and efsorts to the urpaalza-
tion. Mother would-orgmuize member groups vho had cars, W takc the cenlor
citizens on outings, for fr:sh air rides or picnics, periodically. Both pare‘ntn,
my father, as well as my mother, were members of the Board of the Jewish Old Folks®
Home .

After an active, lengthy term of office, on retiring, motller was presentod

_with an inscribed lady's wrist watch, & token of appreciation from the ladies of
the auxiliary. |

This same Jewish 0ld Folks' Home, with its small beginnings, is nowh housed
in a new building, knosn as The sharon Home. It is a beauiiful home for senior
citizens, and woula be considered a show place for any city to be proud of. The
building has three floors, with rooms f‘or senior single cilizen_s'cr couples. The
entire place is kept immaculately clean at all times.,

" rhere is a resident doctor and murses on the premises at all times. Thviv
is a very large and beautiful dining room on the main ‘floor, which can also be utcd
for lectures, parties o~ conceris if necessary. : )

“Qutsidz the building, there is a very large, park-like area overlookit.,
the river. The lawns ere kept in good condition, and in the surmer time the ronia -
citizens are eble to go cutdoors to enjoy a picmic or concert, from time to time.
Both a7 oarents usually belonged to ome or two other organizations, -
they were actiive members.: They had a good number of close, good {riends.
Usually, about the end of August, or early Autumn, woula find mother b ..
putting up jams, jellies and preserves. In the basement, you could 4 ways fin’
a few barrels or aill pickles, rickled green tomatoes and small pickleu melo "
during the winber rountns. These would usually be put up by boih father and m it
At just abort ihe szme time every year, we would also put up our oWl * .
Father would go to the market and purchase the required number of baskets cr v
grapes, from which he and mother would make the grape wine. This would be cav Tt
prepared and stored away, to be used at the time of our Pagsover holiday seasocu.
My father was a quiet, kind hearted, gentle human beings always ready and
willing %o lend a helping nand, wherever and whenever needed. It was he who fir.i
jntroduced us to Jewish songs and to Jewish theatre. Father had a nice, swecl,
though pot very strong, cantorial voice. we would always nave soms Jewish sonp
records in the house, and on Friday nights (our Sabbath eve), on holidays and on

otaer special occasions, father would sing various cantorial selections with wa.
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our Swring rassover Festival of Freecom, celebrating each year anew, gur
‘1iberation from Zgyptian bondage. HOW painstalingly, mY father would explain
to all of us young children, the meaning of the Seder table, the rituals and

the entire passover festival. How eagerly we alllooked forward to this holiday
from year to year.

We continued to live in Winmipeg for a good many years, IY pérent.s watche
jng us children thrive and grow, making good school progress. Some of us had
already entered High School, while still others,were preparing and looking forward
to high school graduation 4gy. The children were all gradually growing up.

My father's line of business seemed to be on 2 gradual decline, really
deteriorating and just seened to be going from bad to worse. This was 50 apparent
that bankruptcy seemed jnevitable. The day finally came, when father did declare
vankruptcy. The only material possession that my father had, of any suﬁstance »
and tried desparately to hold on to, was & small 1ife jinsurance policy. HoweveT .
in an attempt to clear his name, he finally surrendered the insurance policy.

These were very trying days, and this was a Very traumatic expericnce
in my father's life, so mich so, that I feel, it severly affected his health. =
" His voice took on a hoarseness, which gradually seemed to Fe gotiing
worse. It was finally decided that mother would go along with oy father, to thy
Mayo Clinic, in Rochester, Mimmesola, travelling there by train. There he would
receive the expert advice of the most highly specialized doctors ir the D100
of medicine.

After many tests, many consultations and many anxious moments, tht

doctors finally emerged with the resulls of their umanimous findings @d Lol
advice as to what the orocedure & ould be, They meb with my parenis, Voo
‘them, that in their studied opinion, after an exhgusvive, diagnostis U T
gurgery wWas required, that it was necessary for my father to hav & LoI%.
and that this should be done as goon a5 possible. Thay alsp advissd zoiib oo
he would nave to learn to speak through an artificial device.

‘¥other of course, .stocd by, all this time, trying to steel and steady
her own nerves, through this gruelling expsrience. Wwhile in tne visitorst walting
room at this particular time, as ons of the physicians came oy to tall wiih her.
he said to her, "Mrs. Silbert, why don't you try sroking a cigaretie?”. 1 might
help to calm your nerves®. Acting on ihe doctor's advice, mother did try 10 Bk
a cigarette, which was probably her first and laé'b attempt at this. 1lsp, thiw
might have appeared facetious, were it not for the seriousness of oo situation

and mothert!s worried, heavy heart.
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e st end Tearndng
sessions, for leamming tu use e artificial speodgins dovess tq emEhe DAL WD
able lo speak.

o coapletion of the required period of hospitalization, father was DOW
ready o leuve the hospitd and he and mother were now preparing for thelr retum
trip home, to sinnipeg. )

Home, was now a two-bedroom apartment, where my parents and my sister Anne
lived. The old house, which had been home to our family in Winnipeg for many years,
had long been sold.

Most of us were married by now and on our own. One of Wy brothers, and
two of my sisters, were now living in california, and kept sending letters to My
parents, urging them any Anne to come 1o califormia.

They thought about this for same time, and within a year later, my father,
ry mother, and my sister anne, emigrated.to the United states and becapar U.S. citizent
making their home in Los Angeles, california.

After living in Los Angeles for a short time, ¥ parants sought out an
orthopedic doctor, whom they had heard about and who came highly recommended to tham.
This doctor specialized in the field of polio cases. an appointment Was set up lor
a physical examination ror my sister Anne, after which the coctor strongly urged to
have surgery done, as soon as possible. He held out kigh hopes 10 Anne and my parculs
that the surgery would be successiul.

On thinking over the doctort's advice, and afier & prief family consual
tation, Anne consented to go ahead and have the surgery done. After the neccsfory
stay in the hospital, Anne was taken home for convalescing and rest. The sargery
did prove to be a success. Anne was now able to walk on her own pOWer, without the
use of tae brace or a cane, with only a slight-. limp. A&nne took up a business course
and eventually worked in an ofrice a5 2 clerk typist.

By now, neardy half of our family had already been living in the U.5.A.
However, regardless of this, one of Wy sisters, Rose,and her family, amd two of my
brothers, Samuel Isaac and Saul, with their families, remained in Canada, @&s Canadlél
citizens.

At this point and time, 1 want to write something regarding each of =y
brothers and sisters and also myself. puring the growing up Yyears, while we were
all still living at home with our parents, WwWe a1l received a prebty good education.

Beginning with myself, peing the eldest, 1 at one time wantedto go inte

the field of education, and eventually become a school teacher. I,however, took up
o a general business course ,which included bookkeeping and stenography.0a completing
the course, I accepted employment as a3 st.enographer"w:i.th' a large business firm in

Winnipeg.
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I later m2t ana marriéd my uusband, Joszph pinx, or WARNEPE,
an accountant, who, at a later datc, eatered intc the gasmeni ino-
dustry. o have a family of three lovely daughters, Miriam, fdele,
and Riva, a)l hign school graduates. ‘ .
Having immigrated to Los ingeles with our family in 1950, and
naking cur home here, we immediatelyeenrolled the cnildren in ‘the .
Jocal schools. e involved ourselves in community work, and joined
our neighborhood synagogue, e both became active members, my husband
taking on an ofiice in the men's club, and I in the sisterhood as
recording secratary.
A disvinct honor reccived by my husband, Joseph pinx, was, when,
at one of the yearly inaugural dimners, he received the "Man of the ;.fear"
award. -
Miriam, our eldest daughter, is an accredited school teacher,having
taught school in los Angeles schools. Miriam married a young Israeli,
rsvili Yardeni, wno fought in the 1948 War of Independence. Tsvili is a

- Upniversity lecturer, having been on the staff of the Hebrew Univearsity -

for a period of time, and currently with the University in Haifa.
Tsnl:. is also a public adminisiration consultant, and has written a book
in connectn.on with his work.

Also, Miriam has her oum school, on the grounds, immediately adjein-
the:t.r home, which is a nursery schoo]. or pre-school a.ge childien*s
scnool. '_ - o ‘ ‘
Tsvili and Miriam have a family of five lovely children,i Ez‘e:_,
Opher, Liati, Ari and Gali. Their home is 4in Jerusaliem, Isrzel, and

Fisiam and .svili and both mvolved in community work,

Adele, our middle daughter, has her own real estate busincss, and
is a licensed, real estate broker.

i

Adele is married to Marvin Goldsmith, a lawyer, and deputy attorney

ganeral, in the’ ,,rbr,omey General's departmalt, for tae state o California.
Marvin is also a real estate broker, in his own right, and has taught
real-estate law and other subjects in Les angeles.

!



Marvin and A.zle are both involved in community vor.i.

on2 of iie homors received by them, was a iime, when they
were honorees at a vanquet, where Marvin and Adele recesived an Honor
scroll, cormendinz them for their efforts and dedicated work in the
Chabad Lubavitch movement. : :

Adele, Marvin, and their family live in Beverly Hills, calirornia.
‘I'hey' have four lovely daughters, Teri m, Sharon, ®llen and Michele
larjclit.

Teri Ann, their eldest daughter, is married to baniel B. Berghof,

a bwilding contractor. They have adoravle twin babies, 2 baby girl,

and & vaby boy, and an infant baby sister. They make their home in
Santa Monica, California. . |
|

éiva, our youngest daughter, after graduation from high school,
‘attended Los angeles City College. Riva has excellent skills in
executive, secretarial work.

Riva met and married her husband, Avraha.m Int.fi, a young Israeli
Hzbrew school teacher. They have a family of three flne ch::.ldren,
Anati, priti, and Nili. They make their home in Jerusalem, Israel.
Botni Riva and ‘A'vr.'aham, are involved in community work.

My brother, Samuel Isaac, while still living at home, Horked nt.h_
and helped his father in the business. Sam is a considerate, good.,” kind*

hearted human being, always ready and willing to extend a helping hand,

wherever, and whenever needed.

our saternal grandmother Mariam, who had been living with us at
this time, became guite i1l with a serious toe intection. She was confined
to bea, being unavle to walk around. Sam would pick her up in his arms, _
like a child, and carry her upstairs, or wherever necessary. Sam Was very

i‘cnd of graudmother Mariam, and it grieved him, to see her so i1ll. 2

As for me, I have my own, private, precious memories af’ grandmoth!”‘

Mariam teaching me, my ver; first morming prajyers.
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Jum was an energclic, active, restless,teenage Lio

|seamed to have visions, dreams, constant thoughts about traveling, ssarin N
own way, Siriking out on his own, to seek his own fortune. He decided thal
this is what he wanted to do, and set out to make his way to zastern Canada.

On arriving in Montreal, he followed up all available job opportunities, and
decided to accept whatever line of work came along, in order tc sustain himsell.

Things did not always go smoothly, in fact, were rough at times. Hovcver,
after a good deal of perseverance, he finally did find employment, and stayed on
in Montreal for a considerable length of time. He enrolled in a class, offerins
an intensive course of study in French language and conversational French, and
learned o speak quite well.

Some time later, Sam (as he was most frequently called by the immediate
family and friends), decided that ne would like to go to the Canadian capital,
ottawa. Here, he met and bescame gequainted with a young lady, Goldie Diency.
Within a short period of time, they became engaged, and eventually were marri: i
by, and in the home of 2 young Rabbi, who was also Goldie's nephewW.

And so, Samuel Isaz2c, and his young wife, Goldie, gsettled dwm and mi
sheir home in Ottawa, Canada. Ooldie loves 0 sew, and is very talented in ihis
lipe .of work, having designed dresses and outfits for herself, and also
apparel for her husband, on various occasions.

Sam and Goldie were, for & number of yeers, in the grocery store busin.: .
and later also in the movelty chop pusiness. «1=y both worked very htvi.
with these two lines of business, but did very well, and were successful in vois

of theée business ventures.,

b

After a period of time, 3am decided that hz would like to go back to siina
This ne did, and continued from voare he had left off in high schoel. H& % - Lo
in a course of study, epplyiny kincslf, and studying diligently, with a d.tro ™7
tion to succeed. As Tecently a= 1976, 3am recelved his Bachelor of Arts o&.. ..
Sam and Geldie are both involved in commumily WOTK. .

They have an adopted son, who is married, and now has a family ofhis ow:..
Jiving in GCanada. Goldie and Sam were both present at the celebration ol the
par of one of their sons. : .

My sister Tsther, after hish school, decided that she'd like to go in for
purse!s training. So sae applied 10 Mouni Sinai Hospital mursest training achou
was accepted, and started in on her nurset's iraining émer. After the required
pe‘in“iéd_gf time, Rsther uwas graduated cum laude, as a registered nurse, fram the

Mt. Sinai Hospital murses' training school in Chicago., Esther married‘ a youns

[



Fuent into a completely different line of business.

| S ST D \
- Mﬂl/ﬂ/ D Weh Glde .- WMA{W‘{V? Vsl th LT LarTh o d,
jmﬁealately after tne nu;sesl graduation LooK vlacc. Bstuer and Maurie
imuigrated to Los Angeles, california, andmade their home their. Naurie
complebed a course in uhe field of specialized automobile mechanies, and
opened up a business of his own. As with most new business vontures,; it toc:k*
a ]_ittle time ~ﬁtnci pavience, before any real progress could be seen, but ‘within

i e e e R

a short period of time,.this proved %o be a good, successful business. - -

Some time later, Maurie and Esther owned and managed a yardgoods bu"si:
ness, which they had for a few years, and did well with it. BT
-They have a fardily of three fine children, Leonard, Adele and nichaal, '
all married. Leonard, the eldest son, owns and operates a thriving aut.omohile
- parts business. Leonard and his wite Carole, live in Florida. T

Adele took a course in the field of nauca.tlon, and has he.r Haster's;

Degree in history. Adele and her husband Larry, have a fine son, Aaron, and
make their home in California.

Michael received his degree in the field of pharmacy. However, after
working as a pharmacist for a few years, he decided to change his vocation.
~ Michael was interested in law, and -t.here.fore went back to the. um.vers:.t.y g
pursue a cbu;éé of stu&y in law. After a 1ot of hard work and deteriined

efiort, he finally received his Degree in Law. In due course of time, he
passed the State Bar examinations and is today a vractieing lawyer, in- the.oo
state of California. '
My brother Joe, 18 &n alumus of ths Um.vers:LtY of Ham.toba, .-{innipe‘ ~
Canada, vn.n,:, received his pachelor of ATts: Degree there, ~ Joe, at one time =
had thoughts of becoming a lawyer, and for this reason, entered law school. &S
a result of this, he has one year of law school to his credit. He also took

a course in accounting, and thought about actu,arlal work.

Jdoe also, for several years, studied the piano, and seemed to have &
good talent for it. He learned: o play the piano quite well, & and to ihis
day, enjoys playing at family gatherings or with friends, using whatever music
is available. . -

. Ismmigrating to California, he met and married narrﬁne ood, of Wi

peg. MAry is an accredited school teacher, teachmg m california, anc i
working towards her Mastert's Degree. ' . < :
Jhen first coming out here, Joe was in a partnership business , in -the

egg and poultry business. Helater sold out his share of the business, and

Joe now owns and manages his own businass, which is a Finance and

Investment business.

i <



19

Joe and Nary have a famly oi thres lovely chiluren, 4ndy, pactysand

Joimnie. Along with their regular school work, they received music insiruc-

tion on various instruments, the piano being onc of them. On weekends, Joe
and the chilirenm would all play together, Joe accompanying them on the piaﬂb.'-_.

sometimes, they would invite some of their friends, vho were also mu..ical, thu.s

fo ming an orchesira, or the beginnings of one. Hoo-gri g
At this time also, Joe became 1mrolved with doing volunteer work u:lth

PP

underprivileged children, in the field of music. He would help organize Omhea":

t2r

tras, Working with these children, and giving them whatever assistance h= was

able to Dlve them. - Co e -

AL & result. of ‘this , Joe had the dlstinctlon of bﬁ'lna 110301‘9‘1;.@:_;‘
receivine a Citation of commendation or Honor 01l from senators of the cali~
formia stcte Assembly, commending him for his volunteer work and wntiring ei‘fortz
on oehalf of the underprivileged children in his commmity. Tuis came as a
Jonaeriul surprise. |

Andy, uheir eldest. son, is an aluznus of est point, having graduated
from West point with a music major, He is 2 member ofa prominent symphony =
'orchestra, ana is working towards his doctorate. He 1s at present a high schoal

misic conductor. Andy is married, and he and his wife Sue and their family live

in New Jersey. 3ue is a msic teacher.
e Thair daughter Patty, 2 Montebello high school graduate, vlays the
planc quite well. Pat."dy is married to Dr. peter Nash,- and t,hey and t.hei three

lovely children, all boys, live in Sata Cruz.
Their youngest son, DT. John Silbert, is a graduate of the Nortmgsm
tmiversity, gchiool of Medicine in Chicago- Johnnie is at oresent eompleting hi

term of resicency in one of the hospitals in Qregon. :
Joe and Mary ars active in commnity work and Joe is a past presidant.

of his synagogue.

o My sister Rose, wWas born in St.Boniface, Manitoba, near -Jinnlpea. )
R “'::;-I'El"’ggﬁ?ﬁ' —rewas-a small town with & population of. predominant.ly French ‘-gu}%
r1eop'.1.e , and was separated from Winnipeg by 2 oridege. Ome could mw

or ride a street car to get to the other place.

ifter graduation from St. Johns Technlcal High School in }nmipag,

also aeclciéd to enter 't.he Mount Sinail HOSult-E.l, school of Nurses' trai.ning in

(_Ih_:_’t_.l*:a,;o_. ‘Thus Rose 301ned her sister, ‘.‘LI" a nurses! training course',"a.vyear:
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on fuliiziing uro required poeriod O time, fo: complei.on of hox wwrs
training, Rose graduated cum laude, 2 & resistered nurse, and was wwarded &
'Morit Pin. | o |

Rose met and married Phillip Haid of sinnipeg, here they node their houe.
phillip joined in @ partnership business with his father and brothers, which
was a shirt and Overall Manufacturing business. They have a family of three
lovely children, three finec sons, Marshall, Sydney and Harry. '

Marshall, their eldest som, is an alﬁmus of the University of Manitoba,
having graduated cum laude, from the School of architecturs.

Marshall was awarded a fellowsnip in architecuure, and travelled lo Sweden
and other parts of Zurope, to observe and study various t,pes of architecture.
Marshall is married, and he and his wife Judy and their family, make their home:
in jfinnipeg. They have a family of thrze lovely children, two daughters and one

son.
Harry, the youngest son, like his brother, is also a University of Manitoba

alumms, and a graduate of the School of irchitecture. Harry is married, and
he, and his wife Flzbeth and their baby son, make their home in Winnipeg.

Marshall and Harry, are both in partnership in the architecture businesss
in yifinipeg,under the firm pame of "Haid & Haid, architects".

Dr. Sydney Haid, their middle son, is a medical doctor, specializing in
open heart surgery. Sidney is married, and he, and his wife, (also named Judy),
and their ferily, e their home in cmicaze, Iilincis. They nove four lovely
children, two girls, andt wo boys. Their eldest son,  Jonathon,was recently
DPar Mitzvah, at which event, Rose, mother and grandmother, had the pléasure of
being present.

Connie, my youngest sister, was born in "iApnipeg, Maniiobz. Along Witk
nher regular school curriculum, Connie received viciln lessonSe che also loved
to sing, and at a later date, had voice training. Connie immigrated to Califer: ’
tnus joining her sister and a brother, who wer: _veady residing there. Her avc:
was in the field of practical nursing, working for a period of time in a dentist:®.
office, and later on in a doctor's office. At just @out this point and time; ow
parants, mother, father and sister anne, imaigrated to Los Angeles, Cd ifernia,
vhich made my sister Connie very happy, as she felt, she was now bk home again,
being still sinzle. and within five years' time, 11 had become U. S. citizens.

Connie met Robert Frischman, a young man from New York, and after keeping
company for a while, became engaged, and were later married, making their home

in Los Angeles.
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Aft:ir = coort coriod roi' timd, Connic and }{abu'rt or (Bob), bogan Lo xooi
around, to cither buy into a snall business, or perhaps to start a susiness of
their own. They rinally decided to stari a messenger service business. Things
had gone slowly aft first, and it took @ lot of patience and porseverance, but
although it was a slow, uphill climb, it was worth the effort, as this developed
into a good, successful business. - :

Connie and Bob have two fine children, a son and an adopted daught;er. Their
daughter Hope, is a high school graduate. Their son Leo (Yehuda) in Hebrew, is &
graduate of the Yeshiva University o New York, where he received his Bachelor of
Arts degree. He also ssent a period of some two years in Israel, where hz continued

his studies in one ot ithe Yeshivas there.

My youngest brother,Saul, who was so named for our maternal grandfather, whoso
(Hebrew name, was Sholom) was born in St.Bonifact, at that time & village near
Winnipeg. wWhile going to school. Saul studied the violin, .and later the viola.

Saul met and married Sophie Zskow of winnipeg. They have two lovely sons,
Michael and Jerry. Both are married. Michael and his wife, Cecily, have ‘three
lovely children, two litile girls and a baby boy. dJerry ad bhis wife Eldine,ha}e
a fine ;on. ¥ichuzel and Jerry and their families all reside in Kinnipeg.

' For a number of vears, Saul was a member of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra,
playing in the viola section of the orchestra. Saul and his tWo 50NS, Michael and

Jerry are in the textile business.

In 1950, my own immediate family and I, also jmmigrated to Los Angeles,Ccit -
fornia, that is, my husband Joseph and I, and our -three daughters. In.1955 ws =il
became U.3. citizens, and thus joined the rest of our family, alrsady living v
‘Californiz. ifter we had arrived her,hovever, it was only one chort year that =
had the good Foriune to still have my father, Louils Silbert with us having pi
away in September of 1951.

My mother and my sister Anne, stayed together, and shared an apartment. uiv
the period of mourning and with the passing of time, mother gradually retu.mgd to
the everyday duties and responsibilities of living, also taking &n interest in and
involving hersself in organizational work. -

A few years later, mother unfortunately broke her hip, which necessitated
surgery. This was, ol course, a painful and trying period in mother's life, baing
confined to a wheelchair. She was, however, able to get around with the aid of o

walker some time later.
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inne, who had been with mother ali this tim=, d5r in and day
out, really did more to help nurse her back to health, thon any other
member of owr family. Mother, of course, felt that she was blessed
to have most af her family and children and grandchildren, all living
around her, in and around Los Angeles. rmach of us tried to help, in
wnatever way we possibly could. . '

In the year 1968, our dear mother passed away, at age 92, having
lived a full, useful and good life.

¥y paternal grandfather, Maier Silbert, of blessed memory, with
his prophetic like soul, and pioneering spirit, who dreamed and envisioned
the future generations of his family all living in the new, wondzrful
cooniry of America, must be smiling down on them today.

Ii he could only see them now, in Canada, in the United States, and
some of them living in Israel, all of them, the grandchildren, the great
grandcaildren, and the great great grandchildrenl

How, for instance, could grandfather Maier have known, that the
nushand of one of nis great granddaughters had fought in the 195 War of
© Independence? And that one of his great great grandsons is mow in basic
military army training, in the Israeli military defence forces? And as
our youth goes in for military tycining, there is hope, ©ud ¢ prayer i b
hearts of the nation of Israel, that we will yet, with the A-mighty's belp,
have true apd lasting peace in Israel, aad throughout the world.

Our famiiv roots, and the roots of our genealogical family iree,
thereiore, iirst ve i in Talmaz, Bessarabia, Russia, waers Iy mgther,
Malka shoufman, Lsior (Silbert) wes borm, and Kcherson, Russia, which was

thne birtnvlace c. my father, Eliezer (Louis) Silbert.
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